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of the Persian bowmen ; they were obliged therefoie to
obtain their supplies from Gargaphia, distant about 2|
miles from Plataia. This spring was now choked and
fouled by the trampling of Persian horses ; but about
half way between Gargaphia and Plataia was a spot
called the Island, as lying between two channels into
which for a short space the little stream of Oeroe is
divided in its descent from Kithairon. Here they would
have not only an abundant supply of water, for the
Persian cavalry could not reach the channel in their rear,
but they would be protected from their attacks by the
stream in front. To this spot therefore the generals re-
solved to transfer the army during the coming night; but
from confusion or fear the Peloponnesian allies, when the
time for retreat came, fell back not on the Island but on
Plataia itself, and thus made it necessary that the Spartans
should follow them. To the execution of this plan an
unexpected hindrance was offered by the obstinacy of the
Spartan captain Amompharetos, who, taking up a huge
stone with both hands, declared that thus he gave his
vote against the dastardly proposal to turn their backs
upon the enemy. In this dispute the hours of the night
were wasted ; and the sky was already lit with the dawn
when Pausanias, wearied out with his folly, gave the
order for retreat, The Spartans fell back, keeping as
near as they could to the heights of Kithairon ; the
Athenians moved along the plain. Amompharetos soon
followed with his company; but their retreat had now
become known in the Persian camp, and the Persian
cavalry at once hastened to harass them. As for Mar-
donios, the hand of the gods was heavy upon him.
Bidding Thorax of Larissa mark the cowardly flight of
the Greeks whom he had upheld as brave and honour-
able men, he added that in him this opinion might be
paidonecl, but that he could Hot forgive the fear which
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